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“    I would like to 
baptize myself under 

  a new name, 
 a name more like 

the real me, 
   the one nobody sees.

“
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Before studying this text, write down at least THREE goals for your own learning:
WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO ACHIEVE BY STUDYING THIS NOVEL?

reflection 
PRE-LEARNING REFLECTION

For each of the following 
skills, rate your own 
ŞųŅĀÏĜåĹÏƼ�before 
studying the novel. 
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I can determine the theme 
of a story and analyze how 
it is developed through the 
literary elements of a text. 

I can identify and cite strong 
textual evidence to support 
my inferences and opinions.

I can explain how an author 
develops characters 
through direct and indirect 
characterization.

I can identify and explain 
how word choice impacts 
meaning and tone in a story.

I can identify how an author 
uses imagery to impact 
meaning and tone. 

I can analyze and explain 
how an author crafts a story 
using plot structure×�ÏŅĹāĜÏƋØ�
tension, suspense etc. 

I can write strong literary 

analysis essays, which 
are well-structured and 
detailed. 

I can embed quotations in 
ĵƼ�ƵųĜƋĜĹč�āƚåĹƋĬƼØ�±ĹÚ�ƵĜƋĘ�
correct punctuation and 
format. 

Write your own essential questions.
This novel deals with some important topics. For each of the 
following, write your own essential question for your study. That 
is, a question which you don’t know the answer to yet, but you 
want to have in the back of your mind as your read the text. It 
should be a broad question which could apply to you, your 
community, or the world at large. ?Gender Roles

Growing up & Maturity

Culture & Heritage

The Power of Language



5(C) STACEY LLOYD 2019

contextBackground 
        Information 

Sandra Cisneros was 
born in Chicago in 1954, the 
only daughter in a Mexican-
American family of seven 
children. She had many home 
spaces as her family traveled 
frequently between Chicago 
and Mexico, often settling in 
E� HMǺIVIRX� LSYWI� YTSR� IEGL�
return. 

Cisneros started writing 
at a young age: encouraged 
by a teacher, she began 
writing poetry in high school, 
worked on her school literary 
magazine, and then even 
deciding to study English at 
University. She went on to 
work as a teacher, while still 
investing in her own writing in 
her spare time. 

Cisneros received a 
National Endowment for 
the Arts fellowship in 1982, 
allowing her to focus on 
her writing. She published 
�ĚåƐ BŇƣžåƐ ŇĻƐ a±ĻďŇƐ �ƒŹååƒƐ
in 1984, which was a huge 
success and even won the 
American Book Award. 

Drawing on the unsettled 
nature of her own childhood, 
as well as her identity as the 
only girl growing up with 
many brothers, the novel 
creates an vivid picture of 
one girl’s search for a sense 
of belonging and identity. 

The house from the title is a 
combination of the author’s 
many homes, but is placed 
on a street, ‘Mango Street’, 
where the Cisneros family 
never actually lived.

What about that title? 

FĻƐ ƒĚåƐ üŇĮĮŇƾĞĻďƐ åǄƒŹ±ÏƒƐ ŦüŹŇķƐ ƒĚåƐ ƞĂƒĚ 
±ĻĻĞƽåŹž±ŹǅƐåÚũƐŇüƐƒĚåƐƒåǄƒŧØƐ�ĞžĻåŹŇžƐåǄŤĮ±ĞĻžƐ
why she wrote the novel as a series of 
vignettesũƐcŇƒåƐƒĚ±ƒƐžĚåƐ ĞžƐƒ±ĮīĞĻďƐ±ÆŇƣƒƐĚåŹƐ
ǅŇƣĻďåŹƐžåĮüØƐ±ĻÚƐžŇƐĞžƐƾŹĞƒĞĻďƐĞĻƐƒĚåƐƗrdƐŤåŹžŇĻũƐ

“She thinks people who are busy 
working for a living deserve beautiful 
little stories, because they don’t have 
much time and are often tired. She has 
in mind a book that can be opened 
at any page and will still make sense 
to the reader who doesn’t know what 
came before or comes after.”

:.,3*88*� After reading the 

information on this 

page, think about 

and discuss the 

following questions: 

  How is a vignette 
ÚĞýåŹåĻƒƐƒŇƐ±ƐžĚŇŹƒƐ
story? 

  What might be 
the possible pros 
and cons of the 
vignette form? 

  Why did Cisneros 
decide to write 
The House on 
Mango Street 
as a series of 
vignettes? 

  What type of 
story do you think 
might suit the 
vignette form? 

  How did the 
author’s own 
childhood 
ĞĻāƣåĻÏåƐĚåŹƐ
writing? 

  What do you 
predict might be 
the main topics/
themes of the 
novel? 

  Who do you 
think is Cisneros’ 
intended reader? 

the author

write as a series of vignettes? 

Un
der

sta
nd

ing
 the

 sty
le 

This novel is written as a series 
of 44 short scenes which zoom in 
and focus closely on a moment or 
character, to give a vivid picture 
about that character, an idea, 
setting, and/or object. 

These are known as vignettes. 

The word ‘vignette’ comes from the 
French vigne meaning “little vine,” 
and the term came from the small 
vines drawn on the pages of printed 
texts. So, like the vines on the page, 
vignettes are little sections of a 
much bigger work. 

Vignettes are mostly descriptive. 
They often include little or no 
plot development. They are not 
stand-alone literary works, nor are 
they complete plots or narratives. 
Instead, vignettes are small parts 
of a larger work, and when placed 
together they combine to create a 
complete story. 

Why
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BIG CONCEPTS

As you read through the novel, keep coming back to this page to make notes on the important 
topic of home, family and community. 

Home, Family & Community
List key chapters which 
relate to this topic:

Events / Situations in the novel which relate to this topic:

Questions you have about how this topic relates to the narrator & other characters:
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KEY TOPICS
H

O
M

E
, FA

M
ILY

 &
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y

Events / Situations in the novel which relate to this topic:

Key Quotations

Questions you have about how this topic relates to the narrator & other characters:

Personal links and connections:

Quote Chp. Page #

Thoughts on what you think Cisneros 
might be saying about this topic: 
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BIG CONCEPTS

As you read through the novel, keep coming back to this page to make notes on the important 
topic of identity, growth and maturity. 

Identity and Maturity
List key chapters which 
relate to this topic:

Events / Situations in the novel which relate to this topic:

Key Quotations
Quote Chp. Page #
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KEY TOPICS
ID

E
N

T
IT

Y
 &

 M
A

T
U

R
IT

Y

Events / Situations in the novel which relate to this topic:

Personal links and connections: Thoughts on what you think Cisneros 
might be saying about this topic: 

Questions you have about how this topic relates to the narrator & other characters:
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BIG CONCEPTS

As you read through the novel, keep coming back to this page to make notes on the important 
topic of girls and women. 

Girls and Women
List key chapters which 
relate to this topic:

Events / Situations in the novel which relate to this topic:

Questions you have about how this topic relates to the narrator & other characters:
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KEY TOPICS
G

IR
L

S
 &

 W
O

M
E

N

Events / Situations in the novel which relate to this topic:

Key Quotations

Questions you have about how this topic relates to the narrator & other characters:

Quote Chp. Page #

Personal links and connections: Thoughts on what you think Cisneros 
might be saying about this topic: 
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BIG CONCEPTS

As you read through the novel, keep coming back to this page to make notes on the important 
topic of race, foreignness, and culture. 

Foreignness & Culture
List key chapters which 
relate to this topic:

Events / Situations in the novel which relate to this topic:

Questions you have about how this topic relates to the narrator & other characters:
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KEY TOPICS
F

O
R

E
IG

N
N

E
S

S
 &

 C
U
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U

R
E

Events / Situations in the novel which relate to this topic:

Key Quotations

Questions you have about how this topic relates to the narrator & other characters:

Personal links and connections:

Quote Chp. Page #

Thoughts on what you think Cisneros 
might be saying about this topic: 
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BIG CONCEPTS

As you read through the novel, keep coming back to this page to make notes on the important 
topic of social class. 

Social Class
List key chapters which 
relate to this topic:

Events / Situations in the novel which relate to this topic:

Key Quotations
Quote Chp. Page #
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KEY TOPICS
S

O
C

IA
L

 C
L

A
S

S

Events / Situations in the novel which relate to this topic:

Personal links and connections: Thoughts on what you think Cisneros 
might be saying about this topic: 

Questions you have about how this topic relates to the narrator & other characters:
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Vignette 
   #1 The House on Mango Street

Vignette 
   #2Hairs

Let 
us 

talk
 ab

out
 the

 

NARRATIVE PERSPECTIVE
ǻVWX�TIVWSR�
WIGSRH�TIVWSR�

XLMVH�TIVWSR�SQRMWGMIRX�
XLMVH�TIVWSR�PMQMXIH

�ĚĞžƐÏŹå±ƒåžƐ±ƐüååĮĞĻďƐŇüũũũ

Describe the narrator:  
ŦĞĻƐ±žƐķƣÏĚƐÚåƒ±ĞĮƐ±žƐǅŇƣƐÏ±Ļŧ

�ĚåƐĻ±ŹŹ±ƒĞƽåƐŤåŹžŤåÏƒĞƽåƐĞž×Ɛ

54�.8.:* aspects of the house on Mango Street: 
List the 

Is it the narrator’s 

dream home? 
Yes No Maybe

Explain your choice above:

Sketch & label the house as it is described
Identify what you think is an important  
    quotation from this opening vignette: 

“

“
What does XLI�ǻREP�PMRI of this vignette illustrate 
about the narrator and her parents? 

 � She has a bad relationship with her parents. 
 � Her parents often disappoint her. 
 � She thinks that her parents are liers. 
 � She is hopeful that they will move again soon. 
 � She is very perceptive and insightful.
 � Her parents often make promises they don’t keep.

ŦÏ
Ěå
Ïī
Ɛ±
ĮĮƐ
ƒĚ
±
ƒƐ±
Ť
Ť
Įǅ
ŧ

IM
A

G
E

R
Y �ĞžĻåŹŇžƐƣžåžƐĮŇƒžƐŇüƐÚåžÏŹĞŤƒĞƽåƐĞķ±ďåŹǅƐƒŇƐĚåĮŤƐŤ±ĞĻƒƐƽĞƽĞÚƐŤĞÏƒƣŹåžƐĞĻƐƒĚåƐŹå±ÚåŹŷžƐķĞĻÚũƐ

Key words  used to describe
her mother’s hair:

She describes 
the smell of her 
mother’s hair as... 

What do these descriptions tell us about her 
relationship with her mother? 

Identify a SIMILE in this vignette: 
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Identify what you think is an important  
    quotation from this opening vignette: 

Vignette 
   #3Boys & Girls

How is the topic of gender introduced in this vignette? 

Go back to the “Big 
Concepts” pages and complete for 
the opening three vignettes.

*

"Until then I am a red balloon, a balloon tied to an anchor." 
?What is a  

METAPHOR Explain what this metaphor illustrates about the narrator’s feelings: 

Vignette 
   #4 My Name

   I have inherited her name, 
but I don’t want to 
 inherit her place 

by the window.

“

“

ANALYZING KEY QUOTATIONS

What deeper point is the narrator making about her dreams for the future?

Who was the narrator named after?
�ŹĞƒåƐ±ÆŇƣƒƐǅŇƣŹƐüååĮĞĻďžƐ±ÆŇƣƒƐǅŇƣŹƐŇƾĻƐĻ±ķåƐ

ŦŇŹƐĻĞÏīĻ±ķåŧ×ƐƐ

Why doesn’t the narrator like her name? 

co
lo

r 
it 

in
! 

If her name were a color, it would be: 

Vignette 
   #5Cathy Queen of Cats

Identify words/lines which relate to the 
issue of poverty, shame, and social class: 

Cathy’s 
family is 
prejudiced.  

�
Tr

u
e

  
 
�

 F
al

se

Evidence / Explanation

Cathy is 
down-to-
earth and 
humble.

 
�

Tr
u

e
  

 
�

 F
al

se

Evidence / Explanation
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Vignette 
   #6 Our Good Day Vignette 

   #7Laughter

Rachel & Lucy’s 
laughter is compared to: Why doesn’t Cathy want to befriend Rachel & Lucy?  

Making INFERENCES

But Esperanza does, which shows that she is...

Vignette 
   #8

Gil’s Furniture Bought & Sold

A
 q

u
o

te
 w

h
ic

h
 s

h
o

w
s

 t
h

a
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*
WT

I
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H
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�
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s
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s
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s

: 

“

“

Esperanza  'JHSSTL*HZZHUKYH����O

>
Imagine Esperanza had Twitter. 

Write her status at the end of the day. 

A line in this vignette which shows the happiness the 
narrator feels: 

Esperanza & Nenny’s 
laughter is compared to: 

laughter

Create a SIMILE to describe your own laughter: 

Analyze a key topic: Culture & Heritage

List, w
rite, d

o
o

d
le, o

r m
ind

-m
a

p
 how

 this 
to

p
ic is illustra

ted
 in this vig

nette:

How would you describe the narrator’s 
relationship with her sister? 

Give this vignette an alternative TITLE: 

Then he starts it up and all sorts of 
things start happening. It’s like all of 
a sudden he let go a million moths 
all over the dusty furniture and swan-
neck shadows and in our bones. It’s like 
drops of water. Or like marimbas only 
with a funny little plucked sound to it 
ĬĜĩå� Ĝü� ƼŅƚ� Ƶåųå� ųƚĹĹĜĹč� ƼŅƚų� ĀĹčåųŸ�
across the teeth of a metal comb.

“

“

Highlight ONE of the similes in this extract, and then explain below 
LS[�XLI�GSQTEVMWSR�MPPYWXVEXIW�XLI�IǺIGX�SR�XLI�REVVEXSVƶW�IQSXMSRW�
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Vignette 
   #9Meme Ortiz

Ma
kin

g
Can you describe a time when you were a child and 
did something daring or risky like the children do in 
the First Annual Tarzan Jumping Contest? 

E
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 d
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 c
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Vignette 
  #10 Louie, His Cousin & His Other Cousin

Why do you think that Louie’s cousin reacts 
wildly when he hears the sirens? 

 � He has heard of situations of police brutality. 
 � The car he is driving is stolen. 
 � He is driving without a license. 
 � He has an illegal number of people in the car. 
 � He is wanted for a crime. 
 � Other: ________________________________________________________ŦÏ

Ěå
Ïī
Ɛ±
ĮĮƐ
ƒĚ
±
ƒƐ±
Ť
Ť
Įǅ
ŧ

Why do you think Louie’s cousin drives the children around?

Making
INFERENCES

B
IG

 C
O

N
C

E
P

T
SR

an
k 

e
ac

h
 o

f 
th

e
 f

o
ll

o
w

in
g

 
in

 t
e

rm
s 

o
f 

h
o

w
 p

ro
m

in
e

n
t 

ER
H

�
WM

K
R

Mǻ
GE

R
X�

XL
I

]�
EV

I
��

as
 

co
re

 
co

n
ce

p
ts

 
in

 
th

is
 

vi
g

n
e

tt
e

. (
1-

m
o

st
 /

 4
-l

ea
st

)

Home, Family & Community

Social Class

Identity & Maturity

Foreignness & Culture

Women & Girls

Vignette 
  #11Marin

How does the way this story of the Cadillac is narrated emphasize 
the fact that the narrator is a young child? 

Content Words / language

Who is Marin?

Summarize why Esperanza likes her:

Go back to pages 8- 11 “Big Concepts: Growth & Maturity / Women & Girls” and add to them from this vignette. 19

What is meant by: “Marin is already 
older than us in may ways”?

Why does she sit outside at night?

P
ic

k
 a

n
o

th
e

r 
c

h
a

ra
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n
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o
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a
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n
:

Do you think that Marin’s 
dreams will come true? Yes No Maybe

Similarities: 

%ĜýåųåĹÏåŸ×

Character name: 

CONNECTIONS
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Vignette 
  #12 Those Who Don’t

point do you think Cisneros is making about how we often view others? 

W
ha

t 
d

o 
people who visit Esperanza’s community think of it? How do people inside the community see their com

m
unity?

How
 are people from the community the same as th

e 
vi

si
to

rs
?

What

Does Esperanza have a positive 
opinion of the Vargas children?

Does Esperanza feel any 
sympathy for Rosa Vargas?

Does Esperanza think that the 
community holds responsibility for 
other people?

IN
F

E
R

E
N

C
E

S
ma

kin
g

How do you know? Explain / Give evidence. Question / Answer

Yes No It’s complicated

Yes No It’s complicated

Yes No It’s complicated

Vignette 
  #13

There Was an Old Woman She Had So Many Children She Didn’t Know What to Do

W
h

at
 h

ap
p

e
n

s 
to

 A
n

g
e

l V
ar

g
as

?

Vignette 
  #14 Alicia Who Sees Mice

BŅƵ�ĜŸ�eĬĜÏĜ±�ÚĜýåųåĹƋ�ƋŅ�a±ųĜĹũ�What does Alicia’s father see as 
the role of women?

What does Esperanza admire 
about Alicia?

Give this vignette 
an alternative 

TITLE: 
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For Esperanza, 

 � A feeling of deep sadness
 � A place of peace and security
 � The potential for beauty
 � The great equalizer in an unfair world
 � A world of possibilities 
 � Other: ____________________________________________ŦÏ

Ěå
Ïī
Ɛ±
ĮĮƐ
ƒĚ
±
ƒƐ±
Ť
Ť
Įǅ
ŧ

what does the sky symbolize? 
Vignette 
  #15Darius & the Clouds

R
E

S
P

O
N

S
E

per
son

al

%Ņ�ƼŅƚ�ĀĹÚ�Şå±Ïå�±ĹÚ�ŸåÏƚųĜƋƼ�ĜĹ�Ĺ±ƋƚųåØ�Ņų�Ĺ±Ƌƚų±Ĭ�åĬåĵåĹƋŸũ�
Explain why (or when) or why not. 

�ƐŭƣŇƒåƐƾĚĞÏĚƐžĚŇƾžƐƒĚ±ƒƐ)žŤåŹ±ĻǍ±ŷžƐ
ÏŇķķƣĻĞƒǅƐĞžƐĻŇƒƐ±ƐƽåŹǅƐŤŹåƒƒǅƐŤĮ±Ïå×Ɛ

“

“

Vignette 
  #16 And Some More

The dialogue between the four girls in 
this chapter is not written conventionally 
with quotation marks. Why do you think 
Cisneros decided to write like this? 

Do you enjoy this style choice?

why or why not?  

How else does Cisneros create the 
sense of an active, impassioned 
conversation between the girls?

Vignette 
  #17The Family of Little Feet

Yes No

TWO reasons 
       why the heels might be dangerous: 

How do men react to the girls wearing heels? 

�ĚĞĻīƐ±ÆŇƣƒƐƒĚåƐhigh heel shoesØƐƒĚåĻƐĀĻĞžĚƐƒĚåƐüŇĮĮŇƾĞĻďƐžåĻƒåĻÏåž×Ɛ

&X�ǻVWX�.�XLSYKLX�____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

But now I realize ___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

critical thinking

Them are dangerous, 

      he says. You girls 

too young to be 

         wearing 

shoes like that.

“

“
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Home, Family & Community

Social Class

Identity & Maturity

Foreignness & Culture

Women & Girls

Go back to the “Big 
Concepts” pages 
and complete 
for your top two, 
and how they are 
evidenced in this 
vignette. 

*
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Vignette 
  #18 A Rice Sandwich

reasons Esperanza uses to try to 
convince her mother to let her 
take a packed lunch to school: 3

How is the experience with the nun here similar to a previous story mentioned?

Id
e

ntify w
hat yo

u
 think is an im

p
o

rtan
t  

    q
u

o
tatio

n
 fro

m
 this vig

nette
: 

“

“

Analyze a key topic: Social Class List, w
rite, d

o
o

d
le, o

r m
ind

-m
a

p
 how

 this 
to

p
ic is illustra

ted
 in this vig

nette:

Vignette 
  #19 Chanclas

What evidence is there that Esperanza is feeling self-conscious at the party?  �ĚĞÏĚƐŇüƐƒĚåƐüŇĮĮŇƾĞĻďƐ
ƾŇŹÚžƐŹåĮ±ƒåƐƒŇƐƒĚåƐĻ±ŹŹ±ƒŇŹŷžƐ
åķŇƒĞŇĻžƐĞĻƐƒĚĞžƐƽĞďĻåƒƒåůƐ

(SRǼMGXIH

Protective

.RHMǺIVIRX

Angry

Shame

Amusing

Loving

Cultural

(check a
ll tha

t a
p

p
ly)

Proud

Irritated

Identity 

Power

Sad

Complex

Understood

Maturing 

How does this relate to the topic of growing up?

L
is

t 
W

O
R

D
S

 u
se

d
 t

o
 d

e
sc

ri
b

e
 

E
sp

e
ra

n
za

’s
 F

E
E

T
:

Vignette 
  #20 Hips

Identify a SIMILE used to describe hips:
Let us focus on Nenny:

Sum
ma

riz
e w

h
at

 h
ap

p
e

n
s 

in
 t

h
is

 v
ig

n
e

tt
e

: 

“She is in a world we don’t belong to anymore.”
What does Esperanza mean by this? 

If Nenny were an 
animal, she would be:

because...

How is Nenny 
ÚĜýåųåĹƋ�ƋŅ�

the other 
girls?

Yes NoIs Esperanza protective of Nenny?What does the girls’ discussion about 
hips illustrate about the expectations 

of women in their society?
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What does Esperanza mean by this? 

Why does Esperanza’s father send 
his children to Catholic school? 

This shows us that 
     he is...

Vignette 
  #21 The First Job Vignette 

  #22Papa Who Wakes Up Tired in the Dark

Vignette 
  #23 Born Bad

Vignette 
  #24Elenita, Cards, Palm, Water

 � He is very religious.
 � He has a very negative 
opinion of public schools.

 � He went to Catholic school 
himself. 

 � He wants to appear wealthy.

Why do you think Esperanza lets Tito push her?

How might Esperanza feel when the older man 
forces her into kissing him?

Are these 
two events 

as bad as 
each other? 

Yes

No

ÚŹ±ƾƐǅŇƣŹƐŇƾĻƐÏ±ÏƒƣžƐĚåŹåƐ

[write username]
[write place]

[username]

D
ra

w
 /

 c
o

lla
g

e
 th

e
 im

a
g

e
; th

e
n

 w
rite

 th
e

 c
a

p
tio

n
 w

ith
 th

e
 h

a
s
ta

g
s
. 

Im
a

g
in

e
 y

o
u

 a
re

 E
s
p

e
ra

n
z
a

, 
p

o
s
ti

n
g

 a
b

o
u

t 
y

o
u

r 
a

b
u

e
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to
’s

 d
e

a
th

. :
ŇƐÆ

±
ÏīƐƒŇƐƒĚåƐŴ�

Ğď
Ɛ�
ŇĻÏåŤ

ƒžŶƐŤ
±
ď
åžƐ

±
ĻÚ
ƐÏŇķ

Ť
ĮåƒåƐüŇŹƐŴB

Ňķ
åØƐ8±

ķ
ĞĮǅƐ±

ĻÚ
Ɛ�
Ňķ

ķ
ƣĻĞƒǅŶƐƾ

ĞƒĚƐåƽĞÚ
åĻÏåƐüŹŇķ

ƐƒĚĞžƐƽĞď
Ļåƒƒåũ

IMAGERY
analyzing

�ĞžĻåŹŇžƐƣžåžƐĮ±Ļďƣ±ďåƐƒŇƐŤ±ĞĻƒƐƽĞƽĞÚƐŤĞÏƒƣŹåžũƐ

How is 
COLOR 

used in this 
vignette to 

help paint a 
picture and 

illustrate 
Esperanza’s 

feelings 
about her 

aunt? 

Identify an example of PERSONIFICATION used:

“ “

List all the 
negative 

words 

used in to 
describe 
Aunt Lupe. 

Why is Esperanza disappointed with the 
fortune she is read?  

What might “a home in the heart” mean?
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Vignette 
 #25 Geraldo No Name Ŵ�Ě±ƒŷžƐ ƒĚåƐ žƒŇŹǅũƐ �Ě±ƒŷžƐ ƾĚ±ƒƐ

žĚåƐž±ĞÚƐ±ď±ĞĻƐ±ĻÚƐ±ď±ĞĻũƐkĻÏåƐ
ƒŇƐƒĚåƐĚŇžŤĞƒ±ĮƐŤåŇŤĮåƐ±ĻÚƐƒƾĞÏåƐ
ƒŇƐ ƒĚåƐ ŤŇĮĞÏåũƐ cŇƐ ±ÚÚŹåžžũƐ cŇƐ
Ļ±ķåũƐ cŇƒĚĞĻďƐ ĞĻƐ ĚĞžƐ ŤŇÏīåƒžũƐ
�ĞĻŷƒƐĞƒƐ±ƐžĚ±ķåũŶ

What is the TONE 
of the last line above?

SIX key phrases used to describe Geraldo:
Identify 

W
h

a
t 

d
o

 t
h

e
s

e
 d

e
ta

il
s

 t
e

ll
 u

s
 a

b
o

u
t 

h
im

?

Circle a word above which 
you think is key to the 
author’s underlying message 
about the deeper theme. 

point do you think Cisneros is making about language and status in this vignette?What

Vignette 
 #26 Edna’s Ruthie

In what way is Ruthie trapped? 

Ma
kin

g INFERENCES

Yes No

Do you think that Ruthie has 
an intellectual disability?

Evidence, or reason:
If Ruthie were an 
animal, she would be:

because...

Id
e

ntify w
hat yo

u
 think is an im

p
o

rtan
t  

    q
u

o
tatio

n
 fro

m
 this vig

nette
: 

“

“

Vignette 
  #27The Earl of Tennessee

This vignette is packed with description and imagery. See if you
Ï±Ĺ�ĀĹÚ�åƻ±ĵŞĬåŸ�Ņü�å±ÏĘ�Ņü�ƋĘå�üŅĬĬŅƵĜĹč�ƋåÏĘĹĜŧƚåŸØ�±ĹÚ�ƋĘåĹ�ÚĜŸÏƚŸŸ�±ĹÚ�åƻŞĬ±ĜĹ�ƋĘåĜų�åýåÏƋ�ƵĜƋĘ�±�Şååųţ�

SIMILE

PERSONIFICATION

ONOMATOPOEIAfig
ura

tive
L

A
N

G
U

A
G

E
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Esperanza is 
not scared 
of the boys 
outside.  

�
Tr

u
e

  
 
�

 F
al

se Evid
enc

e /
 

Exp
lan

atio
n

Esperanza 
feels superior 
to Sire’s 
girlfriend.  

�
Tr

u
e

  
 
�

 F
al

se Evid
enc

e /
 

Exp
lan

atio
n

Esperanza 
desires to be 
more grown 
up.  

�
Tr

u
e

  
 
�

 F
al

se Evid
enc

e /
 

Exp
lan

atio
n

"Everything is holding 
                    its breath inside me." 

What does Esperanza mean by this? 

 � She feels scared and anxious.
 � She feels excited about the 
possibility of desire. 

 � She is uncomfortable about 
Sire’s attention.

 � She is hiding her feelings from 
her parents. 

Vignette 
  #28Sire

Vignette 
  #29Four Skinny Trees

Vignette 
  #30No Speak English

In what ways is Esperanza similar to the four skinny trees?

 Physical appearance  Personality traits

Place/belonging Sense of community

By what is Mamacita trapped? 

W
h

at
 a

re
 t

h
e

 
2 

p
o

ss
ib

le
 

m
e

an
in

g
s 

o
f 

th
e

 t
it

le
?

Why do you think that Mamacita 
doesn’t learn English?

A
 ch

aracte
r w

h
o

 M
am

acita re
se

m
b

le
s:

Find a quote to show that 
             Esperanza tries to empathize:

 �She hates America and so doesn’t want to 
speak the language.

 �She misses her home and doesn’t want to 
get integrated into a new culture.

 �She is uneducated and doesn’t have anyone 
to teach her. 

 �She doesn’t want to talk to her husband.
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Vignette 
  #31 Rafaela Who Drinks Coconut & 

Papaya Juice on Tuesdays

Vignette 
  #32Sally

Vignette 
  #33 Minerva Writes Poems

Vignette 
  #34Bums in the Attic

what is 
ALLUSION?

*You might need to look it up!

How & why is allusion used in this vignette?

A character who Rafaela 
is similar to:

Pick a color to 
symbolize Rafaela:

How is Sally seen by 
others?

What is the reality of 
Sally’s life?

C
O

N
N

E
C

T
IO

N
per

son
al

Can you think of somebody you know who people 
seem to judge, yet you know there is more to them 
than meets the eye? Explain (but don’t use real names).

POETRYfound
1. 7I�VIEH�XLI�ZMKRIXXI��XLMROMRK�EFSYX�XLI�deeper theme. 

As you read, underline any sentences, phrases, or key 
words which you think are essential to the theme. 

2. ,IX�E�WGVET�TMIGI�SJ�TETIV��;VMXI�SYX������TLVEWIW�SV�
groups of words you have underlined. 

3. Spend time making these lines into a poem. You may 
need to add in your own words, rearrange lines, etc. 

Remember: poems don’t need to rhyme, but do think 
about line structure, imagery, rhythm, and tone. 

4. Once you are happy with your poem, give it a title, and 
then write it out below. IN

S
T

R
U

C
T

IO
N

S

Title:

Which of the following lines illustrates 
Esperanza’s ability for empathy?

 � “I don’t tell them I am ashamed–all of us staring out the 
window like the hungry.”

 � “They don’t look down at all except to be content to 
live on hills.”

 � Ƹ.ƶPP�SǺIV�XLIQ�XLI�EXXMG��EWO�XLIQ�XS�WXE]��FIGEYWI�.�
know how it is to be without a house.”

 � “Bums, I’ll say, and I’ll be happy.”

Esperanza still longs for her own home, but how 
has that vision changed? 
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Vignette 
  #35Beautiful & Cruel Esperanza wants to be:

 �Married 
 � Independent
 � Like Nenny
 �Unmarried
 � Equal to men
 �DesiredŦÏ

Ěå
Ïī
Ɛ±
ĮĮƐ
ƒĚ
±
ƒƐ±
Ť
Ť
Įǅ
ŧ

"I have begun my own quiet war. 
Simple. Sure." 

What is this ‘war’ Esperanza has started? 

Vignette 
  #36A Smart Cookie

What are the 
HMǺIVIRGIW between 
Esperanza & Nenny?

Esperanza’s mother says “I could’ve been somebody, you know?”

Of whom is something similar said?

Why type of intelligence does her mother lack?

Why did her mother not pursue education?

What advice does Esperanza’s mother give her?

B
IG

 C
O

N
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E
P

T
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o
ll

o
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 t
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o
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n
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H

�
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K
R

Mǻ
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R
X�
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I
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n
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p
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in
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vi
g

n
e
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e

. (
1-

m
o

st
 /

 4
-l

ea
st

)

Home, Family & Community

Social Class

Identity & Maturity

Foreignness & Culture

Women & Girls

Go back to the “Big Concepts” pages 
and complete for your top two, and how 
they are evidenced in this vignette. 

*

Vignette 
  #37What Sally Said

Why type of talents does her mother have?

Why do you think Sally goes 
back with her father? 

Vignette 
  #38The Monkey Garden

THOUGHTSpersonal
Sally said, “He never hits me hard.” 

Do you think this is true? Yes No

Evidence for your opinion:

W
h

y
 d

o
e

s
 h

e
r 

fa
th

e
r 

h
it

 h
e

r?

“...the family that spoke like guitars”

 � Onomatopoeia
 � Metaphor
 � Simile

 � Hyperbole
 � 5IVWSRMǻGEXMSR
 � Allusion�

ĚĞ
žƐ

ÏŇ
Ļƒ
±
ĞĻ
žũ
ũũ

�ĚåƐĀďƣŹ±ƒĞƽåƐĮ±Ļďƣ±ďåƐĞĮĮƣžƒŹ±ƒåžƐƒŇƐƒĚåƐ
Źå±ÚåŹƐƒĚ±ƒũũũ

What might the Monkey Garden 
represent for the children? 

A question you’d 
ask Esperanza 
at this point, if 

you could: ?

W
h

y 
d

o
e

s 
E

sp
e

ra
n
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e
t 

so
 an

gry
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 t
h

is
 v

ig
n

e
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e?
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Vignette 
  #39 Red Clowns

Vignette 
  #40 Linoleum Roses

Vignette 
  #41 The Three Sisters

Who is Esperanza most angry    
       with in this vignette?

Which of the following words relate to 
Esperanza’s emotions in this vignette? 

Pride

Anguish

Confusion

Empathy

Jealousy 

Maturity

Understanding

Betrayal

.RHMǺIVIRGI

How does Cisneros shows these emotions 
through her use of language:

Do you think that this is who Esperanza should 
be angry with? Yes No It’s complicated

Explain your choice:

BIG CONCEPTS

Rank each of the following 
in terms of how prominent 
ERH�WMKRMǻGERX�XLI]�EVI��
as core concepts in this 
vignette. (1-most / 4-least)

H
o

m
e

, 
F

a
m

il
y
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 C

o
m

m
u

n
it

y

S
o

c
ia

l 
C

la
s

s

Id
e

n
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 M
a
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ty

F
o

re
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n
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e
s

s
 &

 C
u
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u
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W
o

m
e

n
 &

 G
ir

ls

Were you surprised that Sally got married?

On the one hand, YES because... On the other hand, NO because...

How is Sally’s husband like her father? 

Do you feel hopeful for Sally? Yes No

point do you think Cisneros is making about material wealth and status in this vignette?What

What do you think Esperanza wished for?

Sum
ma

riz
e w

h
at

 h
ap

p
e

n
s 

in
 t

h
is

 v
ig

n
e

tt
e

: 

What do you think the sister means when 
she says, “remember to come back for 

the others”?

Analyze a key topic: Community List, w
rite, d

o
o

d
le, o

r m
ind

-m
a

p
 how

 this 
to

p
ic is illustra

ted
 in this vig

nette:



29(C) STACEY LLOYD 2019

Vignette 
  #42Alicia & I Talking on Edna’s Steps

Vignette 
  #43 A House of My Own

Vignette 
  #44Mango Says Goodbye Sometimes

How is Sally’s husband like her father? 

          do Alicia’s words echo the advice 
Esperanza received in the previous 
vignette?

How

Do you think that Esperanza is more or less 
likely to take this advice when it comes 
from Alicia? More Less

Why?

What makes 
Esperanza 
laugh?

T
h

re
e

 w
o

rd
s to

 d
e

scrib
e

 th
e

 to
n

e
 o

f th
is vig

n
e

tte
:

What does this tell us about the community?
 � It is a fun, cheerful place to be. 
 � Nobody really cares about it; it’s seen as unimportant. 
 � 8LI]�VIEPP]�LEXI�EYXLSVMX]�ǻKYVIW��
 � It is somewhere which doesn’t photograph well.

Esperanza  'JHSSTL*HZZHUKYH����O

>

Imagine Esperanza had Twitter. 
Write her status at the end of the day. 

How many times 
is “MY” written?

Rank each of the following in terms of how much of a motivating factor you think they are (1-most /4-least): 
why does Esperanza so deeply desire her own home?

She wants to 
live somewhere 
other than 
Mango Street.

She wants 
to be 
completely 
independent. 

She doesn’t 
want her life 
to revolve 
around men.

She wants 
to have 
her own 
belongings.

Example of alliteration:

    "... I have gone away to come back.  
   For the ones I left behind.

 For the ones who cannot out."
Who might Esperanza be thinking 
about here? List at least three of the most 
prominent, in your opinion.

In your own words, explain what you 
think Esperanza means when she says that Mango Street is 
“the house I belong but do not belong to.”

Identify what you think is the most important  
quotation�JVSQ�XLMW�ǻREP�ZMKRIXXI��

“

“

Pick a color to symbolize the tone 

Ņü�ƋĘĜŸ�ĀĹ±Ĭ�ÏĘ±ŞƋåų×

:ĞƽåƐ±ƐŹå±žŇĻƐüŇŹƐǅŇƣŹƐÏĚŇĞÏå×
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When placed together, all of the vignettes create a larger story, and Esperanza 
clearly develops and changes throughout. Spend time thinking about how Cisneros 
creates and portrays this character development. 

List
 wo

rds
 to 

des
crib

e E
spe

ran
za At the START of the novel:

At the END of the novel:

List the key events / situations / people which 
helped facilitate this change in her: 

TYPE OF 

CONFLICT

AN EXAMPLE OF WHERE THIS IS 

FOUND IN THE STORY KEY QUOTATION

Internal 
GSRǼMGX�[MXLMR�

Esperanza

Interpersonal 
GSRǼMGX�FIX[IIR�

Esperanza and 
others

External 
GSRǼMGX�FIX[IIR�
Esperanza & an 

aspect of society

Conflict�ŅĹāĜÏƋ�ě�±ĹÚ�ĘŅƵ�ĜƋ�ĜŸ�ųåŸŅĬƴåÚ�ě�ĜŸ�ŅüƋåĹ�±�ĩåƼ�Ş±ųƋ�Ņü�ƋĘå�ÏĘ±ų±ÏƋåųĜǄ±ƋĜŅĹ�
Ņü�ƋĘå�ĵ±ĜĹ�ÏĘ±ų±ÏƋåųţ�FƋ�ĜŸ�ŅüƋåĹ�ƋĘųŅƚčĘ�ÏŅĹāĜÏƋ�ƋĘ±Ƌ�±�ÏĘ±ų±ÏƋåų�ĜŸ�üƚĬĬƼ�ÚåƴåĬŅŞåÚţ�

.J�XLI�WXSV]�[IVI�XSPH�JVSQ�XLI�TIVWTIGXMZI�SJ�E�XLMVH�TIVWSR�REVVEXSV��about 
*WTIVER^E��LS[�[SYPH�MX�FI�HMǺIVIRX$�

30

POETRY / WRITING
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TYPE OF 

CONFLICT

AN EXAMPLE OF WHERE THIS IS 

FOUND IN THE STORY KEY QUOTATION

Internal 
GSRǼMGX�[MXLMR�

Esperanza

Interpersonal 
GSRǼMGX�FIX[IIR�

Esperanza and 
others

External 
GSRǼMGX�FIX[IIR�
Esperanza & an 

aspect of society

SymbolismFor each of the following, describe their 
WMKRMǻGERGI�MR�XLI�RSZIP��ERH�I\TPEMR�XLI�

symbolism.

SHOES THE HOUSE ON MANGO 

STREET

W
IN

D
O

W
S

31

Pick another of your own:POETRY / WRITING


