
AWBURY CAMPUS 
WEEKLY WISSAHICKON

ALL SCHOOL

Board Meeting 

The next Board Meeting is April17th,  from 5:30-8:30, at the Awbury campus. 

 Important dates

PSSAs: One more day! Tomorrow the 18th, school will be dismissed for all students at 12:45pm.  Please make a note of
the change.  Our After School Program will be open.
May 18th, 12:45 dismissal for Professional Development
May 28th, Memorial Day, No School for students and staff
June 1st, 12:45 dismissal for Professional Development
June 13th, 12:45 dismissal for Professional Development
June 14th, 12:45 dismissal, LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

PSSA's 

Please note that tomorrow, the 18th will be the last early dismissal day for Math PSSAs.  School will be dismissed for all
students at 12:45pm.  Please make a note of the change.  Our After School Program will be open. 

The PSSAs began the week of April 9th for students in grades 3-8.  The remaining testing windows are as follows:

April 17-18: Mathematics
April 23-27: Science (Grades 4 and 8 only)
May 8-12: Makeups as needed

We are excited to report that the Pennsylvania Department of Education has made a significant reduction to testing time, with
the English Language Arts and Mathematics tests each having one fewer day of testing.   

Some parents have expressed interest in having their children "opt out" of the PSSAs due to religious beliefs.  While a family
can opt a child out at any point, we are requesting this year that you provide us with notice by the end of February so that we
can make adequate preparations for how they will spend testing time.   

If you have any questions or would like more information about the opt out process, please contact Paul Vande Stouwe,
Assessment and Accontability Manager at p.vandestouwe@wissahickoncharter.org or 267-774-4370 ext. 2541." 
 

mailto:p.vandestouwe@wissahickoncharter.org
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We have a wonderful free, family-friendly event happening this Saturday: 
Pollinators FOUND – art exhibition and scavenger hunt 
Saturday, April 21, 2018, 1:00 ‐ 4:00 PM 

The signature event for the Year of the Pollinator!  Join us for the unveiling of our scavenger hunt tiles in the landscape, a
gallery reception at Cope House, and a brief studio talk with artist Karen Singer.   In addition, Master Naturalist and Master
Gardener Nancy Pasquier will guide family‐friendly walking tours where guests of all ages can discover more about
pollinators at Awbury! 

Cost: This event is FREE and open to the public.  No registration is required. 
Location: the Cope House at Awbury Arboretum, 1 Awbury Rd, Phila, PA 19138  
For more information: http://awbury.org/events/pollinators‐found/

Jump Rope for Heart 2018 

We are excited to kick off Jump Rope for Heart in PE class!  Your student is becoming a Heart Hero by taking care of their
own heart, spreading the message of the American Heart Association, and raising funds for lifesaving research,  Have your
child check out Jump Rope for Heart online at heart.org/jump to take one of our three health challenges, send emails, and ask
for donations.  ANY STUDENT THAT GOES ONLINE AND TAKES THE CHALLENGE, GETS A GLOW IN THE DARK
WRISTBAND.  ANY STUDENT THAT GETS A DONATION WILL BE RECOGNIZED AND GET A CARABINER, JAX AND
CHARGER, OUR TWO COOLEST LIFESAVING MONSTERS. 

Thank you for supporting the American Heart Association ! 

WPP

WPP Monthy Meeting: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at 6:00.  At this meeting Ms. Rebecca and Ms. Nancy will conduct a brief
parent training on the Special Education process.  If you have any other topics for them to address, please contact Ms.

https://maps.google.com/?q=1+Awbury+Rd,+Phila,+PA+19138&entry=gmail&source=g
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Rebecca at R.Chase@wissahickoncharter.org. 

Family Fun Night is rescheduled for Friday, April 27th at 6:30 p.m. 
Talent Show sign ups are coming soon!  Our Talent Show will be held Friday, May 25th! 

Upcoming conference for teachers, parents, and students 
The Teacher Action Group is putting on its annual conference, and it really fits in with the social justice work we've been putting
in place this year. Last year there were at least five of us from WCS in attendance, and it was really inspiring! More information
and registration info is below. Hope to see you there!

Connecting the Dots: 
Building Solidarity to Transform our City and Schools 
Saturday, May 5 
9:30 -- 4:00 at FACTS Charter School 
Workshops + Panels + Resource Tables + Lunchtime Conversations 
Breakfast, lunch, and childcare provided.

mailto:R.Chase@wissahickoncharter.org
https://tagphilly.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bdefb7f9b003f012d4319ba5a&id=966665bcf7&e=aeeabeb579


We are currently calling for workshop proposals, resource tables, lunch time conversation facilitators and entries for
our gallery of student work.  See our conference description below, then sign up to contribute! 

Connecting the Dots: Building Solidarity to Transform our City and Schools
What does it mean for students, families, and educators to be in solidarity with each other?  

It is critical that we see how issues of education justice connect directly to broader movements for racial, economic and gender
justice.  When we connect the dots, we recognize our responsibility to deepen our analysis, strengthen our commitment to
solidarity, and push ourselves toward further action.

At this conference, we invite participants to see the connections between struggles inside and outside of schools so that we
challenge the social systems of violence that make it hard for any of us to show up whole. 
 
Click here to submit a workshop proposal, a resource table, a lunch time conversation proposal, a
student work entry, or to sign up to volunteer for the conference.
2018-2019 Draft Calendar 

https://tagphilly.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bdefb7f9b003f012d4319ba5a&id=371028a088&e=aeeabeb579
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Green Tip of the week #22 
Need a computer? Consider buying a laptop - Laptops use 50% of the energy used by a  typical desktop PC when plugged in 
Thank you to Awbury's 5th grade student Santino Matthew Holmes for our weekly Green Tips

Have a Green Tip you want to share?
Send them to t.bailey@wissahickoncharter.org

LOWER SCHOOL
Summer Camp Scholarship Opportunity! 
Morris Arboretum is offering scholarships to Wissahickon students ages 5-10 for their Summer Adventure Camp! Read more
about the camp at http://www.morrisarboretum.org/ed_summerAdventureCamp.shtml, and fill out the attached registration form
to apply for the scholarship! 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B5MZMWboxYOWIp3uLYtSQP7ZOGvPJ3OnMlaQuUffF80/edit?usp=sharing  

http://www.morrisarboretum.org/ed_summerAdventureCamp.shtml
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B5MZMWboxYOWIp3uLYtSQP7ZOGvPJ3OnMlaQuUffF80/edit?usp=sharing%C2%A0


MIDDLE SCHOOL

AWMS 8th GRADE PROJECT

Focus Question:   
What are the most pressing global environmental issues? 

Student Outcome: 
Students will learn about their year-long project relating to our mission. Students will complete a “tri-fold board” poster
presentation. 

Poster boards are normally $15.00, however, we are selling them here for $10.00 starting tomorrow, please see Ms. Gina. 
Completion of an eighth grade project is a requirement for graduation. Please speak with your child about the topic they chose



to focus on for their project. 

Thank you and if you have any questions, please see or call Ms. Gina. 

 

AWMS 8th Grade Save the Dates: 

May 11, 2018 - Formal Dance 
May 25, 2018 - Class Trip 
June 11, 2018 - Graduation 
 

Front Office
Late fees are now being enforced for late pick up. The charge will be $1 per minute starting at 3:45 pm on regular dismissal and
1:00 pm on early dismissal. Also, the nurse will be conducting annual screenings for weight, height and vision for all grades. If



you have any questions please contact the nurse. 
 

Important Shift in Volunteer/Parent Clearance Requirements 
The Pennsylvania Department of Education's provided additional clarification about volunteer clearances. Parents who
volunteer occasionally to chaperone a field trip are not required to have clearances 
as long as they will not be solely responsible for a child/group of children's well-being. Parents/guardians who chaperone trips
on a regular basis throughout the year and any parent/volunteer for outdoor trips must still have their clearances. In addition,
any person (parent or otherwise) who volunteer at the school on a regular basis must still have their clearances.  
The information can be found on our website at http://wissahickoncharter.org/volunteer-clearances. 
 

Important reminders

All students are considered late as of 8:21am everyday.
Our early dismissal cut-off times are 2:30pm on regular dismissal days and 11:45am on half days.
In the event your child(ren) are picked up after 3:45pm and 1:00pm on half days, you will be charged $1 per minute.          
                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                     Ms. Shonda and Ms. Tonya

 

Cafeteria and Vetri Community Partnership 
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